What is the Detention Advice Service (DAS)?
DAS, a small charity with a staff of six, was founded in 1992. We provide a free, impartial, independent and confidential advice, support & information service to anyone detained or threatened with detention under UK Immigration Act powers. Our service is provided throughout the UK, face to face in the nine prisons we regularly visit, the others we visit periodically and by phone and letter.

DAS seeks to make the situation of persons detained under Immigration Act powers more bearable and to have them released from detention on conditions that are in their own long term best interests.  DAS aims to establish and maintain advice surgeries in places of detention, to research and report on our work, to encourage, support and train other organizations in detention work and to raise awareness. 

DAS has a Quality Mark from the Legal Services Commission and as required by law, we are regulated by the Office of the Immigration Services Commissioner (OISC). We offer a comprehensive casework service up to the level of appeals, but do not represent at hearings. All of our advice workers are authorised by the OISC to provide immigration advice and are fully trained and experienced. 

Where we work

DAS’ service is provided to any person detained in the UK under Immigration Act powers. We regularly visit and hold advice surgeries at HMPs Wandsworth, Wormwood Scrubs, Brixton, Pentonville, Belmarsh, Bronzefield, High Down, Downview and HMYOI Feltham. On a less regular basis we visit HMPs The Mount, Lewes, HMYOI Aylesbury and HMYOI Portland. We also provide the service by phone and correspondence to other prisons.  

We provide training for prison and probation staff, thus ensuring a better understanding of the needs of detainees, and for refugee and other community groups.   

Recognition for our work 
In 2005 HM Inspectorate of Prisons invited DAS to participate as guest inspector on a Foreign Nationals (FNs) Thematic inspection. 

DAS’ work with FNs at HMP Wandsworth won the Butler Trust award in 2004 ‘for an outstanding contribution to the effective care of prisoners’. 

A strategy for working with FNs developed in collaboration with HMP Wandsworth was the subject of a joint DAS/ HMP Wandsworth Conference on Good Practice in work with FNs. The strategy is being replicated by prisons around the UK.

Management 

The day to day running of DAS is the responsibility of our Co-ordinator. The final responsibility for the policy and running of the project lies with the DAS Management Committee. Our Committee Members come from refugee or similar community groups and other organisations or individuals who help detainees. They are elected at an Annual General Meeting which is held each year. DAS receives grants from several sources but we do not take money if it might compromise our independence or the service that we offer. 

How can you help us ensure this work continues?
Our work is only possible thanks to the generosity of our supporters and funders. 

You can help by making a financial contribution to our work or volunteering your time to help us raise funds. 

Your financial assistance can help us to continue providing this important service to a group of vulnerable persons detained against their will, some of whom do not know why they are being held as they have not been tried. 

If  you wish to get involved in the work of DAS please fill in the form overleaf and return this leaflet to us and the Co-ordinator will be in touch. 

From a DAS Client
“Please keep this work going…I keep recommending {DAS} to friends. Your understanding and honesty and trust are beyond mention.”  

Supporter form
I would like to support Detention Advice Service’s work helping detainees in prisons.
	Name:
	

	
	

	Address:
	


	Postcode:
	

	
	

	Telephone:
	

	
	

	Email:
	


	I want to make a one-off gift of:

(please make cheques payable to Detention Advice Service)
	£


Or, I want to make a regular gift to Detention Advice Service

	Standing order         to The Manager, Bank:
	
	

	
	
	

	Address:
	
	

	
	
	Postcode

	
	
	

	I wish to make a regular gift of 

Each    month/ quarter/ year   (please circle) Until further notice and debit :
	
	£

	
	
	

	Account number 
	
	Sort Code:

	
	
	

	Start date:
	
	

	
	
	

	Signature:
	
	Date:


For official use: To: CAFBANK Ltd., 25 King’s Hill, West Malling, Kent ME19 4JQ   Sort code: 40-52-40; Account number: 00086544
Gift Aid

If you are a UK taxpayer, Detention Advice Service can claim back 28p for every £1 you donate. As long as the amount of tax you pay is equal to or greater than the amount Detention Advice Service claims back, you will qualify.
	(
	
	Yes, I am a UK taxpayer, and I want my donation to Detention Advice Service to be Gift Aid donations until I notify otherwise. This applies to all donations I have made since April 2000 and I make from now on.



Signature:  
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Information

about our service

Detention Advice Service

Unit B3

62 Beechwood Road

London

E8 3DY

(t) 020 7254 6888

(f) 020 7254 8555

das@detentionadvice.org.uk

www.detentionadvice.org.uk

Mission Statement
DAS wants a society in which nobody is detained without charge, trial or time limit, in which detention is exceptional, and in which everyone has access to free, good and impartial advice and representation.

Registered Charity No. 1060145.

A Company Registered in London No. 03289045 and Limited by Guarantee.
	[image: image4.jpg]



	[image: image2.png]



	[image: image3.jpg]Community
Legal Service










DAS








